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The Official Action dated April 9, 2004 has 
been carefully considered. In view of the present cLmendment 
and these remarks, favorable reconsideration and allowance of 
this application are respectfully reqxiested- 

Claims 5-2 6 are currently pending- in this 
application. Claims 12-14 and 20-26 are presumably allowable, 
as these claims are not rejected in the April 9, 2 004 Official 
Action. Claims 5-11 and 15-19 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§103 (a) as allegedly unpatentable over the combined 
disclosures of U.S. Patent Nos . 5,410,016, 5,112,611, 
5,531,917 and 5,171,737, for reasons previously made of 
record. The Examiner points out in this regard that 
applicants have dropped the limitation regarding cross- 
linking". 

In accordance with the present amendment, claim 
5 has been amended to include ,the recitation that the block 
copolymer constituent is not crosslinked to form networks. 
This recitation was previously set forth in the claim 
amendment submitted with applicants' Request for Continued 
Es^amination filed April 3, 2003. The omission of this claim 
recitation from the amendment ifiled November 19, 2003 was due 
to an oversight. As a result of the present amendment, claim 
5 defines essentially the same subject matter that was found 
allowable in the August 19, 20^03 Official Action. 

Entry of the present amendment is respectfully 
requested- This amendment neittier introduces new matter into 
the application nor requ-ires further examination and/ or search 
and is entirely consistent with the Examiner's finding of 
allowable subject matter in the August 19, 2 003 Official 
Action. 

In view of the present amendment and the 
foregoing remarks, all of the :claims now pending in this 
application, i.e, claims 5-26, are believed to be in condition 
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for allowance. Accordingly, the iss-uance of a Notice of 
AllowcLnce is in order, and sucih action is earnestly solicited. 



I 

Respectfully submitted. 



P JH : cmb 
Enclosures 



DANN DORFMAN HERRELL and SKILLMAN, P.C. 
Attorneys for Applicant 

By 

Patrick J- Hagan O 
HegiSitration No. 27,643 
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